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“Extension programs are Federally 
funded, our programs are open to 
everyone, and USDA contact information 
is provided here for your convenience”

LWF@unr.edu







Poll 1: Where do you live?



Defensible Space
An area between a house and an oncoming wildfire where the vegetation has 
been managed to reduce the wildfire threat and to allow the firefighters to safely 
defend the house. 



“Fire proof” plants don’t exist
• High moisture content
• Low-growing habitat plants = shorter flames
• Less flammable chemicals



Within 5 ft of the home is the “Ember-Resistant 
Zone” (Zone 0)
Emphasize non-combustible materials like 
gravel, herbaceous plants, or succulents



Within  5-30 ft of the home is the 
“LEAN, CLEAN & GREEN ZONE” (Zone 1)

Herbaceous plants and succulents
Short deciduous shrubs
Deciduous trees



Within 30 -100+ ft is the 
“REDUCED FUEL ZONE” (Zone 2)





If you have dense shrubs, you 
want to provide separation…



Double the height of shrubs to 
get optimal spacing…

2 ft

2 ft x 2 ft = 4 ft



Defensible Space Inspections 
Green Waste Events
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Wendy Hanson Mazet, a Certified 
Arborist, is the Extension Plant 
Diagnostician. She has expertise in 
horticulture, arboriculture, noxious 
weeds, and vegetable and low 
water use gardening.



www.livingwithfire.com



Questions?
lwf@unr.edu



Cheatgrass
Life cycle of this winter annual
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